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Since its first congress in 1911, the National Housing Associa- 
tion has wisely extended its interests beyond housing legislation 
and enforcement. The report of the second congress includes ad- 
dresses on rural and industrial housing, on types of small houses, 
and the means of financing their construction. The papers are 
in almost every case written by persons professionally interested 
in housing reform, and are essentially practical in character. The 
only intensive study or material contribution to the literature of 
the subject of housing is the article by Lawrence Veiller on 
"Room overcrowding and the lodger evil," which includes a 
table showing the nature of overcrowding and the public regula- 
tions and administrative methods for control of this evil in fifty 
American cities of 100,000 population or over. Mr. Veiller offers 
important suggestions for the improvement of municipal policies 
for repression of overcrowding. 

The Housing and Town Planning number of the Armals was 
edited by Dr. Carol Aronovici. It contains thirty-six papers, of 
which thirteen are classified under Town Planning. To some 
extent this issue may be regarded as the organ of a radical group 
of younger housing reformers who have found the meetings of the 
National Housing Association too largely concerned with tene- 
ment-house regulations and with the "pathological aspect of hous- 
ing." The collection of papers is comprehensive and the subjects 
well chosen, though the subjects of lodging houses, municipal 
housing, garden cities, and European experiments in housing bet- 
terments are not specifically treated. Emphasis upon the small 
house and upon the importance of land taxation (not touched by 
the National Housing Association) is continuous. The follow- 
ing papers stand out as important: "Cost factors in housing re- 
form," by Carol Aronovici (a well-considered analysis) ; "The 
taxation of real estate values and its effect on housing," by Delos 
F. Wilcox; "Copartnership for housing in America," by Arthur 
C. Comey ; "The town planning movement in America," by Fred- 
erick Law Olmstead (historical) ; "Planning for distribution of 
industries," by E. H. Bennett; "City-planning legislation (in 
America)," by Flavel Shurtleff ; and "Financing a city plan," by 
Nelson P. Lewis. 

A common criticism may be levied against the Proceedings and 
the Annals. Both tend to add to the already large literature of 
unsubstantiated generalizations. 

Papers from four to eight pages in length consist chiefly in in- 
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troduction, intermediary platitudes, and conclusion. The unsup- 
ported reasoning of these articles is frequently suggestive and of 
some immediate usefulness to the housing reform. Larger results 
would, however, be achieved if the National Housing Association 
or the American Academy of Political and Social Science would 
devote equal effort to the promotion and publication of careful, 
intensive, comparative, local studies of the causes of the housing 
problem, and the means of their removal. 

James Ford. 
Harvard University. 
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Some cause not arising from economic or geographic necessity 
must underlie the prevalence in a town like Austin of the conditions 
commonly looked for in the slums of large and crowded cities. 

On the banks of one of its open sewers were counted seven wells 
within 25 feet of the bank, 122 mosquito-infested privy vaults, 
overhanging or within six feet, a house on stilts where fruit is. 



